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New Mexico Graduation, Reality, and Dual-role Skills (NM GRADS) was established in 1989 and has positively impacted the educational success, financial stability, and family health of expectant and parenting teens across New Mexico.
Program Overview
NM GRADS is an in-school instructional program designed to meet the unique needs of pregnant and parenting students. The program supports schools in complying with the Title IX Educational Amendment Act of 1972 and plays a critical role in:
· Keeping teen parents enrolled in school
· Increasing graduation rates
· Promoting healthy pregnancies and positive parenting
· Preventing repeat pregnancies
· Supporting school‑ready children of teen parents
NM GRADS is funded by the New Mexico Legislature and administered and overseen by the New Mexico Public Education Department. NM GRADS continues to reach hundreds of teens and their families annually with measurable outcomes.
Positive Impacts of NM GRADS in the 2025-26 School Year
(serving 311 teen parents, both male and female)
Improved graduation outcomes for teen mothers¹        Reduced repeat births among    
                                                                                                            teen mothers²
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[image: ]Lower incidence of low birth weight babies²









1. Child Trends (2018), 2 Kids Count 2023            (Please turn over for additional facts)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Key Program Features
· Elective credit courses offered in public, charter, and alternative schools
· Health credit is available (if taught by a certified health teacher)
· Curriculum delivered by certified teaching professionals
· Instruction focused on balancing education, work, and family roles
· Career readiness and financial independence skill development
· Targeted recruitment and retention of school-age dropouts
Child Care & Parenting Support
· Partial funding for school-based on-site Child Development Centers
· Removes a major barrier to attendance for teen parents
· Improves daily attendance and graduation rates
· Allows supervised parenting instruction and supports healthy parent–child attachment
Healthy Choices & Family Well‑Being
NM GRADS promotes healthy outcomes for teens and their children by:
· Delaying second pregnancies through approved 6comprehensive sex education
· Encouraging prenatal and maternal health care to reduce low birth weight
· Promoting safe, stable, and healthy family relationships

Program Reach
· 30 GRADS sites operating in 52 high schools statewide (2025–2026)
· 44 dropouts re‑engaged during the 2024–2025 school year
· Generated approximately $228,365 in funding for school districts
· Since 1989:
· Over 20,223 young parents served
· 4,524 dropouts recruited back to school
Thank You for your Support!
NM GRADS is grateful for your continued support. We invite you to visit any NM GRADS site across the state. 
Contact Information
Website: www.nmgrads.org
Facebook: NM GRADS
Phone: 575‑835‑1785
Email: nmgrads@nmgrads.org
Revised  12/15/25
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